
A Strong Voice for Science and Public Health 

 

 

Kudos to former Foundation Chairman, Kenneth Calabrese, DO, for his recent letter 

to the editor highlighting the importance of vaccines and evidence-based medical 

science. As Dr. Calabrese aptly stated, “Not every treatment is perfect, and while 

vaccines can carry rare side effects, they remain a testament to human ingenuity, 

saving millions of lives and virtually eliminating devastating childhood diseases.” We 

are fortunate to have had leaders within our Foundation who remain deeply committed 

to the health and well-being of their patients and the communities they serve. 

 

 

 

To the Editor: 

 

As a retired physician who spent 45 years caring for patients, I am deeply concerned 

by how our Secretary of Health, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., has turned his back on sound 

medical science. 

 

Since 1950, American life expectancy has increased by over ten years. That progress 

didn’t happen by accident: it came from trusting medical science. Not every treatment 

is perfect, and while vaccines can carry rare side effects, they remain a testament to 

human ingenuity – saving millions of lives and virtually eliminating devastating 

childhood diseases such as polio and smallpox. 

 

What troubles me most is the self-righteousness of stepping into a leadership role and 

placing personal opinion above decades of proven results. It is a hubris that mirrors 

the very man who appointed him to office, and it carries real dangers for us all. We 

are currently seeing measles cases hit levels we haven’t witnessed in 35 years. That 

isn’t a coincidence; it is what happens when public trust in basic medicine is 

undermined from the top. 

 

Ignoring hard medical facts puts lives at risk. We need leadership that grounds its 

decisions in sound science, not ego. 

 

Kenneth E Calabrese DO, FACOI 


